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Annual Meeting Announcement 
January 25, 2011 

10 A.M. 
Kailua-Kona Library Lanai 

 
For all members in good standing to conduct any 

business that may be introduced. 
 

Our officers and Board Members of 2010 who will 
continue to serve next year are: 

 
President Pamela Wang 
Executive Vice President vacant 
Secretary Shirley David 
Historian Marilyn Koschella                                         
Treasurer Barbara Isley 
Vice Presidents: 
Membership Alice Goo 
Ways and Means Ken Guerra 
Activities Barbara Sosna 

Publicity Joyce Kimball 
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President’s Message                                

By Pamela Wang 

Greetings to ALL!  As this is the first time our 
membership has gone over 200, we need to 
applaud ourselves.  Thank you to all who 
continue to renew and join. If I haven’t met you 
yet, please look me up.  I am wrapping up my 
sixth year as president of F.O.L.K., so many of 
you now know me by sight, as well as by name.  
I may even seem like a fixture.  I have asked the 
board to replace me, but pending  

the discovery of the next person, I am still at 
the helm.  I will have the pleasure of 
presenting a slate of officers for your 
approval at our annual meeting.  As always, 
we have a very flexible board.  Some of our 
board members predate me, others are 
relatively new. Some stay and some go. 
Some travel a lot and others are always 
around.  
                     Continued on page 2  
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President's Message Continued 
 

All are appreciated for their input and hard 
work, as we strive to continue to support our 
two libraries.  We also welcome you to come 
and see us in action, to sit in on a meeting, and 
even consider becoming a board member! 
Those branches under our purview, 
Kealakekua and Kailua Kona, continue to 
receive many  items they might otherwise not 
have been able to purchase through the state 
library system. Please see inside for a list of 
those goods and services. You will see that our 
bank balance remains steady despite constant 
spending. This means we want to entertain 
your input as to more programs or books that 
will make our libraries even more inviting to the 
public. As the flexible force we have become, 
we have streamlined our procedures and 
methods to use less effort to gain greater good.  
I am not quite sure how we have achieved this 
efficiency, but I suspect it has to do with having 
done it so long, that we have gotten the hang 
of it.  Plus with each new board member, we 
get new visions and insight about how we are 
now and what we could become.  We sift 
through the ideas, implement what works, 
modernize, refocus, and keep on plugging 
away.   
Each person on our board brings us more 
clarity.  Thanks to Barbara Sosna, our book 
club is probably the best organized club in the 
west!  We have an avid following of well read 
book lovers.  Thanks to Ken Guerra, we have a 
more organized volunteer work force. Our 
amazing Pit Crew sorts through thousands of 
books a month to be ready for each sale. Our 
book sales have changed this past year.  We 
went from 5 sales a year to TEN!  Thanks to 
Barbara Isley, Joyce Kimball and Alice Goo, 
we now are so modern that we send electronic 
checks, we can receive payments through Pay 
Pal , keep everyone informed on our website, 
and we even do Excel spread sheets, all with 
very few hitches. We have  

 
 
new shelves and devices thanks to Marilyn 
Koschella and her husband. Our secretary 
Shirley David has managed to keep up with all 
our progress while learning the ropes. Retiring 
Programs’ director Bev Stehley has brought us 
many hours of entertainment and education, as 
well as assisting with our Read Aloud Program.    
A special thanks to member Carol Trowbridge 
for pushing us into the future and to member 
Maiden Temple for reminding us about the 
past. 
Books are Building Blocks, our Read Aloud 
Program, has taken on a life of its own.  With 
new help from Deb Dolsberry managing the 
volunteers, it has quickly become a recognized 
and regular event.  Now well into our second 
year, we have great turn out and many repeat 
families. Many thanks go to our volunteer 
readers and all the exchange students who 
have come and help set up, listen in and then 
take down when we are done. I hope we 
continue to find our niche in the community. A 
hui hou! 
 

 

A SPECIAL VISITOR 
January 19, 2011 @ 3:30 PM 

 
Ronald McDonald will be making an 

appearance at the Kailua Kona 
Library encouraging everyone to read 
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BOOKS ARE BUILDING BLOCKS 
 

A FREE MONTHLY READ ALOUD AT THE 

LIBRARY PROGRAM FOR FAMILIES 

 

Å Encourage Family Literacy 

Å Five Separate Groups 

    Ages 5-7, 8-10,  11-13, 

    14-18,  and Parents 

Å Incentive Prizes 

Å Books 

Å Free Refreshments 

Å Parents Must Participate 

  wi th Their  Chi ldren  

 

Presented by Friends of 

the Libraries, Kona on 

the first Tuesday of 

each month from 4:30 

PM to 7:00 PM at the 

Kailua Kona Library 

 

PROGRAM IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 75 PARTICIPANTS 

 

SCHEDULE 
 

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM   Registration in front of the library 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM   Families grouped by age with a 
                                  reader 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM   Refreshments on the lanai   
 

 
To pre-register, volunteer, or for more 
information please call 323-2117, email  
FOLK@folkhawaii.com or visit our website 
www.folkhawaii.com  
 

                     
 

Supported by Target as a  part of their  
ongoing efforts to strengthen families and 
communities throughout the country.  “At 
Target we are proud to partner with 
F.O.L.K. as part of our commitment to 
give back to the communities where our 
guest and team members live and work.” 

 



 

Page 4                                                                THE ORCHID 

October 17th through the 23rd was National 
Friends of the Library Week. It is the time to 
celebrate the efforts of the various library friends 
organizations. Bobby Command, West Hawaii 
executive assistant to Mayor Kenoi presented a 
Hawaii County Mayoral Proclamation to F.O.L.K. 
on Tuesday, October 12th at the Kona office 
recognizing the difference that F.O.L.K. makes in 
the support of our Kona Libraries. 
 

2011 Book Sales 

 

 
 
 

      
 

January 8th 

February 12th 

March 12th 

April 9th 

May 14th 

June 18th 

July 9th 

August   NO SALE 

September 10th 

October 15th SPECIAL DATE DUE 
   TO IRONMAN TRIATHLON 

November 12th 

December  NO SALE 

National Friends of the Libraries Week 
 

       



 

Page 5                                                                THE ORCHID 

This is a historic event for FOLK!  Our membership has increased to over 200 members! We have 
never reached this large a membership in our 20+ years in Kona. Many of the new members have 
come from polite reminders about membership at our monthly lanai Book sales and others have 
come from new members of the Book Lovers Group as encouraged by the leader of the group. 
Wherever they come from we are happy to welcome the new members and offer them 
the opportunity to meet new people and to volunteer with FOLK in any one of our various 
activities. 
We’d like to remind all the present members if there has been any change in their addresses or 
emails please let us know by contacting Alice Goo at 325-5146, email at magoo4u@hawaii.rr.com 
or dropping a note off at the library.  We would like to continue to email you our monthly Newsletter 
and keep you in the loop of our activities. 

 
  

Membership News 

By Alice Goo 
 

 

Membership Form: Friends of the Libraries, Kona  
Mail this form and your check to: F.O.L.K., 75-138 Hualalai Road, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 

 
Name: ______________________________________ Date:______________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________ E Mail:______________________________ 
 

New Member              Renewal            Change in contact info 

 

Membership Options:                             

Check One 

o $  10.00 Student or Senior (55 or over) 

o $  20.00 Individual 

o $  30.00 Family 

o $  50.00 Associate 

o $100.00 Sustaining 

o $500.00 Patron 

Memberships and Donations to F.O.L.K. are 
                    TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 

 

Volunteer and Activity Interests 
o Book Sales (presorting, lobby, lanai) 

o Flyers/Newsletter/Publicity 

o Book Club (monthly @ Kailua-Kona) 

o Program Introductions/Promotions 

o I Would Like to Present a Program  

o Charity Tree Decorations (Oct-Dec) 

o Books Are Building Blocks 

o Ready to Read/Ready to Succeed 

o Community Outreach 

     Other ______________________ 

mailto:magoo4u@hawaii.rr.com
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The Book Club has had another very 
successful year come to a close. 
  
 Participation by our members was exciting 
and interesting as each month a facilitator 
lead the group with a choice of a variety of 
subjects with every book. In the coming year 
we have an even greater selection. 
  
Each year we present a local author. We 
have the honor of having Senator Josh 
Green as our guest author in October.  Yes, 
he has written a novel! 
  
We serve light refreshments at our meetings 
and have a special Christmas Party. This 
year we will be contributing food to the Food 
Pantry at St. Michael’s Church. Even though 
this will preclude our annual cookie 
exchange, we will still have treats for all. 
  
Thanks to all of you who have attended our 
monthly sessions and have made these 
meetings so pleasant and memorable. 
  
We welcome all newcomers! 
 
 

        
      Here is the list of books for 201 1 

  
Jan   The Forest Lover by Susan Vreeland 
 
Feb    Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese 
  
Mar     Still Alice by Lisa Genova 

 
Apr     People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks 
 
May     The Financial Lives of the Poets by  
             Jess Walter 
 
Jun     Traveling with the Pomegranates by Sue 
             Monk Kidd 
 
Jul       Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel 
 
Aug      NO MEETING 
 
Sep      The Help by Kathryn Stockett 
 
Oct      The Idea Man by Senator Josh Green 
 
Nov      The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver 

 
Dec      The Last Aloha by Gaellen Quinn 
  

The Kona Library Book Club 
By Barbara Sosna 

Looking for a Few Good Friends 
 

If you have an interest in being more involved with F.O.L.K., its programs and our support of 
the libraries, please contact us.  The libraries need friends more than ever. Check out our 
website at www.folkhawaii.com and select the volunteer tab. A list of various opportunities 
are presented including a job repairing books to get them back in circulation. This requires 
some training and our current volunteer Joyce Pierson would like to get someone onboard 
before leaving for the mainland. 

We also have a vacant position on the FOLK board and are looking for someone to bring some 
new ideas to the table. We are very flexible in accommodating schedules and performance of 
duties so please let us know if you would like to participate. 
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Ways and Means Report 
By Ken Guerra 

 

 
Books For Sale in the Library Lobby 

Everyday 
 
Check Out our Special Pricing on High 

Quality Books 

 

And finally, Mahalo to all the volunteers who 
show up the second Saturday of every month 
to cart all those thousands of books from 
storage to the library lanai, set up the display 
tables, arrange all the books and ready them 
for sale, work the sales desk and talk story 
with the customers, break down the displays, 
re-pack all the remaining books and cart them 
back to storage at the end of the event. A 
labor of love and sweat.  But, a great time is 
had by all. 

It’s encouraging to note that there are so 
many avid readers out there and that books 
are still in great demand.  Books give us an 
endless source of knowledge, surprise, 
satisfaction and joy.  And we at F.O.L.K. hope 
to continue to be a source of your reading 
enjoyment. 
 

Hau’oli Makahiki Hou 
and 

Mahalo Nui Loa 
 

to EVERYONE who helped make 2010 an 
extraordinary banner year for F.O.L.K. book 
sales.  The combined Lanai and Lobby Sales 
generated a record $18,000 in revenue to 
support Kona and Kealakekua library programs.  
Considering that the average price of a book 
was $1.00, it’s staggering to think of how many 
thousands of books were sold, let alone the 
many thousands more that, for one reason or 
another, never made it to the sales floor. 

Books, books, books. And hands, hands, hands 
to process all those books, books, books.  Our 
success simply could not have been possible 
without the efforts of all you dedicated and loyal 
volunteers. 

Special appreciation and thanks go to a core 
group of volunteers who work countless hours 
behind the scenes to process and ready all 
those books for sale.  Every donated book that 
comes through the door is reviewed for its sale 
potential, categorized, specially priced if 
warranted, and readied for sale.  These 
volunteers, who refer to themselves as “the pit 
crew”, are the engine that drives the sales. We 
simply could not be doing what we do without 
this incredible group. 

And where, you might ask, do all these 
thousands of books come from?  Many from 
people like you who might be purging their own 
personal collections or refreshing their home 
libraries or liquidating family estates.  And 
sometimes these personal donations yield 
marvelous treasures!  Special acknowledgment 
is also in order to Kona Bay Books for being so 
very generous to us with their overstock.  Talk 
about giving back to the community!  Thank you 
Kona Bay Books for all your kokua. 
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F.O.L.K. has had another very successful year, both in fundraising and the help we have been able 
to provide to our libraries and to the community. 

 
As of the end of November, 2010 our income was $30,375.  Grants and donations amounted to 
$8,363, membership dues were $2,169 and we have earned $19,324 in the sale of books and 
merchandise and $519 in interest. 

 
We have been able to fund two very popular ongoing programs, Family Literacy and The Friendly 
Bus in the amount of $5,023.  We have supplied the libraries with $17,857 in assistance.  
Assistance to the libraries included $7,102 for books, subscriptions, CDs and DVDs, $7,609 in 
equipment and supplies, $2,190 in discretionary funds and $875 for library programs. 

 
All the figures quoted are as of November 30, 2010 and a complete report on the year will be given 
at the Annual Meeting.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We hope you visited the Mauna Lani to view 
all the beautiful trees on display for 
Christmas. 
 
F.O.L.K. entered a tree in the competition 
with handmade ornaments celebrating our 
sponsorship of the popular Friendly Bus to 
the Library and Books Are Building 
Blocks programs. 
 
Special thanks goes out to Clorinda Herron, 
Helen Hughes-Verma and Marge Love for 
their efforts in creating this project.

Treasurer’s Report 
By Barbara Isley 

 

Charity Trees at Mauna Lani 
By Joyce Kimball 
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Through our website you can access: 

¶ Coming Events and Programs 

¶ Book Club information 

¶ Monthly Calendar 

¶ News Articles related to the library 

¶ Photo Gallery 

¶ Membership Information 

¶ Volunteer Positions 

¶ How to Contact Us 

¶ Special Links to the Library System, the Hawaii State Friends, Chamber of Commerce, and our 
fundraising efforts with Shaklee and eScrip. 

¶ Make donations and pay membership dues online with PayPal 
 

To keep you informed of happenings at the library we email a monthly electronic newsletter 
detailing upcoming events. Be sure to keep us up to date on your current email address in order to 
insure your receiving this information. 

 

Find us on the web at www.folkhawaii.com.  Email address: FOLK@folkhawaii.com  
 

 
 
 
 

2010 was a busy year at the library.  We had over 500 people attend more than 12 F.O.L.K. 
sponsored programs.  The programs were diverse with something for everyone.  Poetry, music, 
crafts, public service information and dance. The Friendly Bus was continued and brought 
hundreds of second graders to the library for a tour and their own library card.  The program we 
are most proud of is Books are Building Blocks, the family read aloud event on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  On average 50 children and their parents came to be read to and eat pizza. This 
program also rallied many of our FOLK volunteers.  An average of 15 volunteers made each of 
these read aloud programs a roaring success. 
Stay tuned...many interesting and exciting programs will be coming your way in 2011. 

 

F.O.L.K.’s Website and Newsletter 

By Joyce Kimball 

Program News 

By Bev Stehley 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.folkhawaii.com 

January Program at the Kailua Kona 
Library 

 
Fruit Hunter & agricultural activist Ken Love will speak 
at the Kailua-Kona library at 5:30 on Jan. 25. 
President of the statewide Hawaii Tropical Fruit 
Growers, Ken will talk both about growing unusual 
tropical fruit and tips on how to tell if what you buy is 

locally grown. 
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Since the end of 2009, Kealakekua Public 
Library has been moving towards providing 
better services to our patrons, maintaining 
good working relations with Kailua-Kona 
Public Library, improving the library facility 
for both patrons and staff, and nurturing our 
place in the community. We remain positive 
in our thinking and actions, and are grateful 
to F.O.L.K for their support and 
encouragement throughout the year.  

Many noteworthy events took place at 
Kealakekua Public Library this past year. 
We hired a laborer to haul away a large 
truckload of non-inventoried items from the 
library’s basement, whereby more order was 
restored for storage and space created for 
our humble staff room. With F.O.L.K.’s 
support, we were able to host a myriad of 
programs for kids and adults: Kona Celtic 
Connection, Sakura Ensemble, holiday 
crafts, educational and health lectures, Olga 
Salvatore jazz performance, and a Friendly 
Bus visit from the entire K-12 campus of Ke 
Kula o Ehunuikaimalino Hawaiian Immersion 
School! 

South Kona F.O.L.K. volunteers really 
showed their support during the recent 
Count Week sessions, too. In addition, a 
book sale cart was set up in the library, 
under F.O.L.K. supervision and direction, 
and continues to generate a modest but 
meaningful contribution to the larger 
F.O.L.K. fund raising efforts. Even Joyce 
Pierson, the volunteer highly-skilled book 

mender, came by and taught us how to 
mend books and keep them circulating for 
our library users. 

Although not always easy to measure, the 
time, effort, and care that the F.O.L.K. 
volunteers have shown to Kealakekua 
Public Library do make a huge difference. 
He mahalo nui loa ia oukou! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kailua Kona Library patrons were treated to a 
variety of programs this year.  We celebrated 
National Library Week with Folk dances of the 
Philippines with H. Wayne Mendoza and 
another dance program featured the Damron 
Dancers presenting a senior tap dance troupe - 
all ladies were over 75! Continuing the music 
theme, we had jazz with Olga Salvatore, a 
sneak preview of the WinterSong concert by 
the Kona Music Society, and the Kona Celtic 
Connection with Irish music on St. Patrick's 
Day. Cowboy Poet and Storyteller Joe 
Herrington told his homespun campfire stories 
"in the Western tradition of honor, courage, and 
rugged characters." 

Several programs with an agricultural theme 
were very popular. Vanilla Cultivation in Hawaii 
& Around the World was presented by Jim 
Reddekopp, founder of the Hawaiian Vanilla 
Company. Master Gardener Daghild Rick 
showed the audience Lasagne Gardening and 
Keeping Hawaii's Honeybees Healthy was the 
topic of another program. 

 

 

Continued on Page 11 

Kealakekua News 
By Kipapa Kahelahela, Acting Branch Manager 
 

Kailua Kona Library 

By Irene Horvath, Kailua Kona Head Librarian 

Irene Horvath 



 

Page 11                                                                THE ORCHID 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kailua Kona Library News Continued 

FOLK (Friends of the Libraries, Kona) 
continued their efforts to bring every second 
grader in North and South Kona to the library 
for a class visit by funding the transportation 
necessary to get the children here. Second 
grade teachers scheduled a class visit with 
Children's Librarian Denise Stromberg, 
scheduled the bus, and then sent the bill to 
FOLK. The Friends also started a family 
literacy night the first Tuesday of every month 
during the school year. Called Books Are 
Building Blocks, this program invites families 
to come to the library and read aloud in age-
appropriate groups. There are activities for 
the youngest participants and pizza after all 
the groups have finished reading. 
 
We upgraded the facility by installing a tak 
wall in the children's room. Tak wall is a cork 
like wall covering which is bonded to the wall 
and is used to pin up or staple posters and 
other wall art, avoiding messy tape, glue, and 
other adhesives. We acquired a third 
circulation desk station with the assistance of 
a FOLK handyman who constructed the 
counter space down to an appropriate seated 

desk level. 

The Friendly Bus 

 
Friends of the Libraries, Kona (FOLK) 
provides bus transportation for second 

grade students in Kona elementary 
schools to visit the library.  On the visit the 
Children’s Librarian will take the students 
on a tour, provide a story hour and help 

them receive their library cards. 
 

Funded with the help of Young Brothers  

 

DOES F.O.L.K. HAVE YOUR EMAIL 

ADDRESS? 

 
Please send your email address to us at 

FOLK@folkhawaii.com 
This is the best way for us to communicate 
with our members and provide you with our 

monthly newsletter of upcoming events.  
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Our heartfelt thanks and gratitude goes out to these generous 2010 donors: 
 

Holualoa Companies 

Maiden Temple 

Kaiser Permanente 

Jeffery and Mary Nelson Endowment Fund 

Dr. Gary Ault 

Bank of Hawaii 

Bruce and Kathleen Malasky 

The Holdcroft Charitable Fund 

Target 

Friends of the Library, Hawaii 

Hawaiian Tug & Barge / Young Brothers 

Patricia Kurtz 

 

Our Generous Contributors 

 

Patrons Served in Branch     172,165 

Patrons Served by Phone     127,764 

Reference Questions             26,676 

Internet Sessions                    8,864 

Programs 50     Attendees       1,915 

                                  Summer Reading 

          Registrants                      410 
          Books Read                   2,681 

 
Volunteers                                   83 

Volunteer Hours                      4,047 

Value = Priceless 

 
 
      

 

 

Kailua-Kona Library Statistics 
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F. O. L. K. is Offering an Innovative Way to Be a Friend 
 

F. O. L. K. has been donated its very own Shaklee shopping website. 
 
 

 

 
Shaklee is a natural nutrition company 
and supplier of biodegradable products. 
They believe it's essential to contribute 
to the movement of making people and 
the planet healthier.   
Through this team effort friends now 
have access to Shaklee products 
delivered straight to their door, with all 
the proceeds benefiting F.O.L.K. for 
the support of Kona libraries. 
Shop online at:      
www.FOLK.myshaklee.com 
 

Every year, statewide, during the last full 
week in October, all patrons entering each 
Hawaii public library are counted. F.O.L.K. 
helps by recruiting and scheduling 
volunteers to count the number of people 
who enter the library throughout each day 
of Count Week. 

The library staff tabulates the number of 
reference and other questions asked; 
number of books and other items checked 
out; number of internet sessions and in 
house use of materials.  These statistics 
are used to determine trends.  More 
importantly, the data is used to pursue 
funding for our libraries. 

A Big Mahalo to Irene Pereira who has 
been our coordinator of volunteers and of 
course, to all those who volunteered. We 
thank you for your participation. 
 

Count Week 
 

http://www.folk.myshaklee.com/
http://www.folk.myshaklee.com/
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Friends of the Libraries, Kona 
75-138 Hualalai Road 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 

 

                                         

 

 

HELP KEEP YOUR LIBRARIES OPEN CAMPAIGNS 
 

As of Nov. 18, 2010, the KEEP YOUR LIBRARY OPEN (HSPLS) campaign had 
raised $178,747. 

  
As of Dec. 7, 2010, the KEEP THE DOORS OPEN (FOLH) campaign had raised 

$126,604. 
 


